Chapter Fourteen
HUNGARY  TURNS  BOLSHEVIK
THE  GIGANTIC ATTEMPT TO ABOLISH CAPITALISM WAS IN FULL
swing in Soviet Russia, and the original project of pure
Communism had already begun to yield to that mixed
system of State economics and State-directed private economy
which operates to-day in varying degrees in Germany,
Russia, Italy and other countries, wearing a different label
in each country for political reasons.
Lenin, surrounded, like all important figures in history,
by hatred and emulation, had to defend his creation against
the intervention armies of the British, Americans and
Japanese, against the 'White' generals, Yudenich, Koltchak
and Denikin, financed by foreign governments, and against
the Czechoslovak legionaries in Siberia, Moreover, Vladimir
Ilyich Ulyanov was backed by two years of practical experi-
ence at the head of his State. Thus it was that when his
disciple Bela Kun seized power in Hungary, he counselled
moderation in his methods of government.
Shortly before coming to power, Kun had organized a
demonstration in Budapest, during the course of which
several policemen were shot down; he was arrested, and in
prison the victims' angry comrades beat him till he was
half dead. Kun was of medium height, stockily built, with
a somewhat puffy face. The wounds on his head from the
rifle-butts were so serious that he had to have his hair
shaved off. The partially healed scars were still visible
when I called upon him immediately he had seized power,
in order to interview him for the American, British and
French Press.
Before the war B61a Kun was an official of a workmen's
mutual insurance organization, then a journalist, after which
he became a lieutenant in the Austro-Hungarian army
during the Great War and was taken prisoner by the
Russians. He played a prominent part in the events of
the Bolshevik revolution in Moscow, becoming the com-
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